
101 Essential Jazz Songs for Tenor
Saxophone: A Comprehensive Guide for
Musicians
Welcome to our comprehensive guide to 101 essential jazz songs for tenor
saxophone. Whether you're a seasoned professional or just starting out,
this list will provide you with a solid foundation in the jazz repertoire and
inspire your musical journey.
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The tenor saxophone, known for its warm, expressive sound and versatile
range, has played a pivotal role in jazz history. From the iconic solos of
Coleman Hawkins to the bebop innovations of Sonny Rollins, the tenor sax
has been a constant presence in the genre, shaping its sound and
evolution.

Criteria for Selection

In compiling this list, we considered the following criteria:

Historical Significance: Songs that have made a significant impact
on the development and evolution of jazz.
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Melodic Appeal: Tunes with catchy melodies that are both memorable
and enjoyable to play.

Harmonic Complexity: Songs that provide opportunities for
improvisation and harmonic exploration.

li>Technical Challenges: Pieces that offer a range of technical
challenges, helping players develop their skills and musicianship.

The List

1. Autumn Leaves (Joseph Kosma, Johnny Mercer)

2. Body and Soul (Johnny Green, Frank Eyton, Robert Sour)

3. Blue Monk (Thelonious Monk)

4. Blue Train (John Coltrane)

5. Confirmation (Charlie Parker)

6. Donna Lee (Charlie Parker)

7. Fly Me to the Moon (Bart Howard)

8. Giant Steps (John Coltrane)

9. God Bless the Child (Billie Holiday, Arthur Herzog Jr.)

10. Groovin' High (Dizzy Gillespie)

11. Have You Met Miss Jones? (Richard Rodgers, Lorenz Hart)

12. I'll Remember April (Gene DePaul, Patricia Johnston)

13. In a Sentimental Mood (Duke Ellington)

14. Just Friends (John Klenner, Sam M. Lewis)



15. 枯葉 (Autumn Leaves) (Kosaku Yamada, Shigeo Yamanaka)

16. Lady Bird (Tadd Dameron)

17. Misty (Erroll Garner)

18. Mr. P.C. (John Coltrane)

19. Naima (John Coltrane)

20. Never Will I Marry (Chick Corea)

21. Night and Day (Cole Porter)

22. On Green Dolphin Street (Bronislaw Kaper, Ned Washington)

23. Ornithology (Charlie Parker)

24. Round Midnight (Thelonious Monk)

25. Satin Doll (Duke Ellington, Billy Strayhorn, Johnny Mercer)

26. Stella by Starlight (Ned Washington, Victor Young)

27. Straight, No Chaser (Thelonious Monk)

28. Take Five (Dave Brubeck)

29. Thelonious (Thelonious Monk)

30. There Is No Greater Love (Isham Jones, Marty Symes)

31. There Will Never Be Another You (Harry Warren, Mack Gordon)

32. Tit for Tat (Kenny Dorham)

33. Tune Up (Miles Davis)

34. Well You Needn't (Thelonious Monk)



Mastering these 101 essential jazz songs for tenor saxophone will not only
expand your repertoire but also deepen your understanding of jazz
harmony, melody, and improvisation. By studying these classics, you'll pay
homage to the great jazz musicians who came before you and pave the
way for your own creative expression.

Whether you're a professional musician, a student, or simply a music
enthusiast, we encourage you to explore this list and discover the joy and
inspiration that these timeless songs offer.

Happy playing!
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Susan Rice: The Principles of Diplomacy
Susan Rice is a leading expert on diplomacy. She has served as the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations and as National Security Advisor. In
these roles, she...
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The Symphony Listener's Guide: Unlocking the
Beauty of Orchestral Music
Immerse yourself in the captivating world of symphonic music with our
comprehensive Symphony Listener's Guide. Designed to illuminate the
intricate layers of...
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