
Blackberry Winter: A Haunting Tale of Love,
Loss, and Redemption
Cheryl Reavis's Blackberry Winter is a haunting and evocative tale of love,
loss, and redemption. Set against the backdrop of the American Civil War,
the novel follows the intertwined lives of three women: Sarah, a young
woman who has lost her home and family to the war; her cousin, Jemma, a
spirited and independent woman who is determined to make her own way
in the world; and Widow Alice, a mysterious and enigmatic woman who
harbors a dark secret. As the war rages on and the lives of these women
are shattered, they must find a way to hold on to hope and find love and
redemption in the darkest of times.

Sarah is a young woman who has lost everything to the war. Her home has
been burned to the ground, her family has been killed, and she is now
alone and adrift in the world. She wanders aimlessly through the
countryside, searching for a place to belong. One day, she comes across a
small cabin in the woods. The cabin is owned by Widow Alice, a mysterious
and enigmatic woman who harbors a dark secret. Sarah is drawn to the
cabin and to Widow Alice, and she decides to stay.
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Jemma is Sarah's cousin. She is a spirited and independent woman who is
determined to make her own way in the world. She has left her home and
family behind to join the war effort. She serves as a nurse in a field
hospital, and she witnesses the horrors of war firsthand. Jemma is a strong
and courageous woman, but she is also deeply affected by the war. She
has seen too much death and suffering, and she is struggling to find hope
in the midst of the darkness.

Widow Alice is a mysterious and enigmatic woman who harbors a dark
secret. She lives alone in a cabin in the woods, and she rarely speaks to
anyone. She is said to be a witch, and people in the town are afraid of her.
However, Sarah and Jemma see something different in Widow Alice. They
see a lonely and broken woman who is in need of their help.

As the war rages on, the lives of these three women are shattered. Sarah
loses her home and family, Jemma witnesses the horrors of war, and
Widow Alice is forced to confront her dark secret. However, these women
are not broken. They are strong and resilient, and they are determined to
find hope and redemption in the darkest of times.

Blackberry Winter is a haunting and evocative tale of love, loss, and
redemption. It is a story about the strength of the human spirit, and the
power of hope to overcome even the darkest of circumstances.
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Cheryl Reavis is an award-winning author of historical fiction. She has
written over 20 novels, including Blackberry Winter, The Ashes of Heaven,
and The Sisters of Willow Creek. Reavis's novels are known for their strong
characters, vivid settings, and compelling storylines. She has been praised
for her ability to bring history to life, and for her insights into the human
condition.

Discussion Questions

1. What are the main themes of Blackberry Winter?
2. How do the characters of Sarah, Jemma, and Widow Alice change and
grow throughout the novel?
3. What is the significance of the setting of the novel?
4. How does the war affect the lives of the characters?
5. What is the message of hope that Reavis conveys in Blackberry Winter?

Further Reading

Cheryl Reavis's website
Blackberry Winter on Goodreads
Blackberry Winter on Amazon
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