
Eisenhower's Six Great Decisions in Europe,
1944-1945
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe
during World War II, made a series of six crucial decisions that shaped the
course of the war and the postwar era. These decisions, known as the "Six
Great Decisions," were made in the face of great uncertainty and risk, and
they had a profound impact on the outcome of the war.

1. The Decision to Invade Normandy

The first of Eisenhower's Six Great Decisions was the decision to invade
Normandy in June 1944. This decision was made in the face of great
uncertainty, as the Allies did not know whether the invasion would be
successful. However, Eisenhower believed that an invasion of Normandy
was the best way to defeat Germany, and he was willing to take the risk.
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The Normandy invasion was a success, and it helped to turn the tide of the
war in favor of the Allies. The invasion also led to the liberation of France
and Belgium, and it helped to pave the way for the eventual defeat of
Germany.

2. The Decision to Pursue the Germans into Germany

After the Normandy invasion, Eisenhower made the decision to pursue the
Germans into Germany. This decision was made in the face of strong
opposition from some of his generals, who believed that the Allies should
focus on liberating France and Belgium first. However, Eisenhower
believed that the best way to defeat Germany was to pursue them into their
own country.

The pursuit of the Germans into Germany was a difficult and costly
campaign, but it was ultimately successful. The Allies defeated the
Germans in a series of battles, and they eventually captured Berlin. The
pursuit of the Germans into Germany also helped to prevent the Germans
from regrouping and launching a new offensive.

3. The Decision to Cross the Rhine River

In March 1945, Eisenhower made the decision to cross the Rhine River.
This decision was made in the face of heavy German resistance, but
Eisenhower believed that the Allies needed to cross the Rhine in order to
defeat Germany. The crossing of the Rhine River led to a series of Allied
victories.

The crossing of the Rhine River also helped to pave the way for the
eventual defeat of Germany. The Allies were able to cross the Rhine River
and capture a number of key German cities, which forced the Germans to



retreat. The crossing of the Rhine River also helped to cut off the German
army from its supplies and reinforcements.

4. The Decision to Accept the German Surrender

On May 7, 1945, Eisenhower accepted the German surrender. This
decision was made after a long and difficult campaign, but Eisenhower
believed that it was the best way to end the war. The German surrender
ended the war in Europe, and it helped to pave the way for the postwar era.

Eisenhower's decision to accept the German surrender was a controversial
one, and it has been criticized by some historians. However, Eisenhower
believed that it was the best way to end the war and to prevent further
bloodshed.

5. The Decision to Divide Germany into Four Zones of Occupation

After the war, Eisenhower made the decision to divide Germany into four
zones of occupation. This decision was made in coordination with the other
Allied powers, and it was intended to help prevent Germany from becoming
a threat to world peace again.

The division of Germany into four zones of occupation was a controversial
decision, and it has been criticized by some historians. However,
Eisenhower believed that it was the best way to prevent Germany from
becoming a threat to world peace again.

6. The Decision to Establish the Federal Republic of Germany

In 1949, Eisenhower helped to establish the Federal Republic of Germany.
This decision was made in coordination with the other Allied powers, and it
was intended to help promote democracy and stability in Germany.



The establishment of the Federal Republic of Germany was a controversial
decision, and it has been criticized by some historians. However,
Eisenhower believed that it was the best way to promote democracy and
stability in Germany.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower's Six Great Decisions were a series of
crucial decisions that shaped the course of World War II and the postwar
era. These decisions were made in the face of great uncertainty and risk,
and they had a profound impact on the outcome of the war. Eisenhower's
decisions helped to defeat Germany, liberate Europe, and establish a new
era of peace and stability in the world.
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