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The incorporation of tone rows into jazz music has opened up a realm of
harmonic possibilities that has pushed the boundaries of the genre. This
article will provide an in-depth exploration of the use of tone rows in jazz,
offering a comprehensive guide for advanced musicians seeking to expand
their knowledge and creativity in this fascinating area.

What are Tone Rows?

A tone row is an ordered series of pitches that forms the basis for melodic
and harmonic development in serial music. Each pitch in the row is used
only once, ensuring that all twelve pitches of the chromatic scale are
represented. By manipulating the order, intervals, and repetitions of the
row, composers create complex and intricate musical structures.
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Applying Tone Rows in Jazz

In jazz, tone rows provide a structured framework for improvisation,
composition, and harmonic exploration. Jazz musicians utilize tone rows in
various ways, including:

Melodic Development

The intervals and contour of a tone row can serve as the foundation for
melodic improvisation and composition. Musicians can use the row as a
melodic contour, outlining the shape and direction of their improvisations.
Alternatively, they can employ the row as a melodic source, using the
pitches as starting points for melodic development.
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Example of a melody developed from a tone row

Harmonic Structure

Tone rows can also form the basis for harmonic structures in jazz. By
stacking the pitches of the row vertically, musicians can create chords that
exhibit unique and dissonant sonorities. These chords can serve as a
departure point for improvisation and can provide a harmonically rich
foundation for soloists and ensembles alike.

Improvisation Techniques

Tone rows can be incorporated into improvisation techniques to add
structure and coherence to improvised solos. Musicians can use the row as
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a pitch set, limiting themselves to the pitches within the row for their
improvisations. Additionally, they can employ the row as a rhythmic guide,
using the intervals and durations between pitches to shape their
improvisational phrasing.

Example of a tone row-based improvisation

Benefits of Using Tone Rows in Jazz

Integrating tone rows into jazz offers several advantages for advanced
musicians:

Expanded Harmonic Vocabulary

Tone rows introduce a vast array of harmonic possibilities, expanding the
harmonic vocabulary of jazz musicians. By manipulating the row,
composers and improvisers can explore novel and dissonant sonorities that
are unavailable in traditional jazz harmony.

Enhanced Melodic Complexity

The ordered nature of tone rows allows for the creation of intricate and
complex melodies. The intervallic relationships within the row provide a
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structured framework for melodic development, enabling musicians to
explore unconventional and asymmetrical melodic contours.

Increased Structural Unity

The use of tone rows in jazz can contribute to the overall unity of a
composition or improvisation. By employing a common pitch set as the
basis for melodic and harmonic development, musicians can create a
cohesive musical experience.

The incorporation of tone rows into jazz music has proven to be a
transformative force, pushing the boundaries of the genre and inspiring
new creative directions. By understanding the principles of tone rows and
their application in jazz, advanced musicians can expand their harmonic
vocabulary, enhance their melodic complexity, and create music that is both
structured and expressive.

As jazz continues to evolve, the use of tone rows will undoubtedly continue
to play a vital role in the development of the genre, providing a framework
for innovation, experimentation, and the creation of truly groundbreaking

music.
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