
Notes on the Tailwheel Checkout and an
Introduction to Ski Flying
The Tailwheel Checkout

A tailwheel checkout is a specialized training program that allows pilots to
safely and effectively operate aircraft with a tailwheel landing gear
configuration. This type of landing gear is commonly found on older aircraft,
warbirds, and backcountry aircraft.
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The tailwheel checkout typically includes instruction on the following topics:

* Aircraft handling characteristics * Ground operations * Takeoff and landing
procedures * Emergency procedures

Aircraft Handling Characteristics

Tailwheel aircraft have unique handling characteristics compared to tricycle
gear aircraft. The most significant difference is that the tailwheel is located
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behind the main wheels, which gives the aircraft a tendency to weathercock
into the wind. This means that the aircraft will tend to turn into the wind
when the pilot releases the controls.

Pilots must be aware of this tendency and compensate for it with opposite
rudder input. Additionally, tailwheel aircraft are more susceptible to ground
loops, which can occur when the pilot loses control of the aircraft while
turning on the ground.

Ground Operations

Ground operations with a tailwheel aircraft are more complex than with
tricycle gear aircraft. The pilot must be careful to keep the tailwheel straight
while taxiing, and to avoid turning too sharply. The pilot must also be aware
of the aircraft's turning radius, as tailwheel aircraft have a wider turning
radius than tricycle gear aircraft.

Takeoff and Landing Procedures

Takeoff and landing procedures with a tailwheel aircraft are also more
complex than with tricycle gear aircraft. The pilot must be careful to keep
the tailwheel off the ground during takeoff, and to touch down on the main
wheels first during landing. The pilot must also be aware of the aircraft's
stall speed, as tailwheel aircraft have a higher stall speed than tricycle gear
aircraft.

Emergency Procedures

Emergency procedures with a tailwheel aircraft are similar to those with
tricycle gear aircraft. However, there are a few key differences. For
example, in the event of an engine failure, the pilot of a tailwheel aircraft



must be careful to keep the nose of the aircraft up in order to prevent the
aircraft from nosing over.

Ski Flying

Ski flying is a specialized form of aviation that involves flying aircraft with
skis instead of wheels. This type of flying is typically done in remote areas,
such as the Arctic and Antarctic, where there are no runways.

Ski flying requires specialized training, as the pilot must be able to safely
operate the aircraft on snow and ice. The pilot must also be able to
navigate in remote areas, and to deal with the challenges of extreme
weather conditions.

Types of Ski Aircraft

There are two main types of ski aircraft:

* Landplanes: These aircraft are equipped with skis that can be retracted,
allowing the aircraft to land on both snow and runways. * Floatplanes:
These aircraft are equipped with skis that are permanently attached to the
fuselage. Floatplanes can only land on water or snow.

Ski Flying Techniques

Ski flying techniques are similar to those used for flying on wheels.
However, there are a few key differences. For example, the pilot must be
careful to keep the skis level during takeoff and landing. The pilot must also
be aware of the aircraft's groundspeed, as ski aircraft have a lower
groundspeed than wheeled aircraft.

Safety Considerations



Ski flying is a safe and enjoyable activity, but it is important to be aware of
the risks involved. The most common risks include:

* Weather conditions: Ski flying can be dangerous in bad weather
conditions, such as high winds, snow, and ice. * Terrain: Ski flying is often
done in remote areas, where the terrain can be challenging. The pilot must
be aware of the terrain and the potential hazards. * Mechanical problems:
Ski aircraft are often used in remote areas, where there is limited access to
maintenance and repairs. The pilot must be able to perform basic
maintenance and repairs on the aircraft.

The tailwheel checkout and ski flying are both specialized areas of aviation
that require specialized training and experience. However, these activities
can be safe and enjoyable if the pilot is properly trained and prepared.
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