Stolen From Her Mother: The Devastating
Impact of Parental Kidnapping

Parental kidnapping is a serious crime that can have devastating
consequences for the victim. It is the unlawful taking of a child by a parent
who does not have legal custody of the child. This can be a traumatic
experience for the child, who may be taken from their home, their friends,
and their school. It can also be a devastating experience for the other
parent, who may be left feeling helpless and alone.

The Impact of Parental Kidnapping on the Victim

Parental kidnapping can have a profound impact on the victim. The child
may experience a range of emotions, including fear, sadness, anger, and
confusion. They may also have difficulty sleeping, eating, and
concentrating. In some cases, the child may even develop post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD).
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Parental kidnapping can also have a negative impact on the child's
development. The child may have difficulty forming relationships, trusting
others, and coping with stress. They may also be more likely to experience
problems with school, work, and relationships later in life.

The Impact of Parental Kidnapping on the Family

Parental kidnapping can also have a devastating impact on the family. The
other parent may be left feeling helpless and alone. They may also
experience financial difficulties, as they may have to take time off work to
search for their child. In some cases, the other parent may even lose their
job.

Parental kidnapping can also damage the relationship between the parents.
The other parent may feel betrayed and angry towards the parent who
kidnapped the child. This can make it difficult for the parents to co-parent,
which can have a negative impact on the child.

The Impact of Parental Kidnapping on the Community

Parental kidnapping can also have a negative impact on the community. It
can lead to increased fear and distrust among parents. It can also make it
more difficult for law enforcement to solve other crimes, as they may be
diverted to search for missing children.

How to Prevent Parental Kidnapping

There are a number of things that parents can do to prevent parental
kidnapping. These include:
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= Getting a court order for custody or visitation

= Creating a safety plan

= Talking to your child about parental kidnapping
= Being aware of the signs of parental kidnapping

= Reporting any suspicious activity to the police

What to Do If You Are the Victim of Parental Kidnapping
If you are the victim of parental kidnapping, it is important to take action
immediately. You should:

= Call the police

= File a missing child report

= Contact the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

= Getlegal help

= Join a support group
Parental kidnapping is a serious crime that can have devastating
consequences for the victim, their family, and the community. It is important
to be aware of the signs of parental kidnapping and to take steps to prevent

it. If you are the victim of parental kidnapping, it is important to take action
immediately.

There are a number of resources available to help you if you are the victim
of parental kidnapping. These resources include:



= The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children: 1-800-THE-
LOST

= The National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE

= The National Runaway Safeline: 1-800-RUNAWAY

You are not alone. There are people who can help you.

Additional Resources
= Parental Kidnapping - National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
= Parental Kidnapping - National Domestic Violence Hotline
= What is Parental Kidnapping? What Can | Do If It's Happening to Me?

- National Runaway Safeline
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