
Supreme Discomfort: The Divided Soul of
Clarence Thomas
Clarence Thomas is one of the most controversial figures in American
history. A conservative icon appointed to the Supreme Court in 1991,
Thomas has consistently voted to overturn precedents on race, gender,
and constitutional law. His record has drawn sharp criticism from liberals
and conservatives alike, who often accuse him of prioritizing his personal
ideology over the rule of law.

Thomas's controversial history extends well beyond his Supreme Court
tenure. In 1991, he was accused of sexual harassment by Anita Hill, a law
professor who worked for him at the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. Thomas vehemently denied the allegations, and he was
eventually confirmed by the Senate by a narrow margin.
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The allegations against Thomas have cast a long shadow over his career.
His supporters have accused his detractors of a politically motivated witch
hunt, while his critics have argued that his confirmation was a miscarriage
of justice that has undermined the credibility of the Supreme Court.

Thomas's complex and often contradictory positions on race, gender, and
constitutional law have made him a difficult figure to categorize. He is both
a staunch defender of individual rights and a supporter of government
policies that promote traditional family values. He is a firm believer in the
original intent of the Constitution, but he has also shown a willingness to
interpret the law in a way that supports his conservative ideology.

Thomas's legacy is sure to be debated for years to come. His supporters
believe that he is one of the most influential justices in American history,
while his critics believe that he has done lasting damage to the Supreme
Court.

The Early Years

Clarence Thomas was born on June 23, 1948, in Pinpoint, Georgia, a small
town outside of Savannah. He was the second of three children born to
M.C. Thomas, a farm laborer, and Leola Williams Thomas, a domestic
worker.

Thomas's parents worked hard to provide for their family, but they were
poor and struggled to make ends meet. Thomas has said that he grew up
in a "shack" and that his family often had to rely on government assistance
to get by.



Despite his humble beginnings, Thomas was a bright and ambitious
student. He attended Catholic school and was an altar boy at his local
church. He was also a talented athlete and played football, basketball, and
track and field.

In 1967, Thomas graduated from high school and enrolled at Holy Cross
College, a Jesuit university in Worcester, Massachusetts. He was the first
member of his family to attend college, and he struggled at first to adjust to
the rigors of higher education.

However, Thomas eventually found his footing and became a successful
student. He majored in political science and graduated with honors in 1971.
After graduating from college, Thomas attended Yale Law School. He was
one of only a few black students in his class, and he faced discrimination
from some of his classmates.

Despite the challenges, Thomas excelled in law school. He graduated
magna cum laude in 1974 and clerked for Judge John Danforth of the
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Reagan Administration

After clerking for Judge Danforth, Thomas worked as an attorney in the
Office of Solicitor General in the Reagan administration. In this role, he
helped to defend the administration's policies against legal challenges.

Thomas's work in the Reagan administration brought him to the attention of
Clarence Pendleton, the chairman of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.
Pendleton was a conservative who believed that affirmative action policies



were unfair to white people. He recruited Thomas to join the commission,
and Thomas quickly became one of its most influential members.

As a member of the Civil Rights Commission, Thomas criticized affirmative
action policies and argued that they were based on racial quotas. He also
supported the Reagan administration's efforts to cut back on federal
spending on social programs.

Thomas's views on race and affirmative action put him at odds with many
civil rights leaders. However, he was popular with conservatives, who saw
him as a rising star in the Republican Party.

The Supreme Court

In 1990, President George H.W. Bush nominated Thomas to the Supreme
Court to replace Thurgood Marshall, the first African American justice.
Thomas's nomination was controversial, and he faced strong opposition
from liberals and civil rights groups who were concerned about his views on
race and affirmative action.

Thomas's confirmation hearings were contentious, and he was accused of
sexual harassment by Anita Hill, a law professor who had worked for him at
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. Thomas denied the
allegations, and he was eventually confirmed by the Senate by a narrow
margin.

Thomas has served on the Supreme Court for over three decades. He is
one of the most conservative justices on the court, and he has consistently
voted to overturn precedents on race, gender, and constitutional law.



Thomas's record on the Supreme Court has drawn sharp criticism from
liberals and conservatives alike. Liberals have accused him of being a
rubber stamp for the Republican Party, while conservatives have praised
him as a principled defender of the Constitution.

Thomas's Philosophy

Clarence Thomas is a judicial conservative who believes that the role of the
Supreme Court is to interpret the Constitution according to its original
intent. He is a strong supporter of individual rights, and he has consistently
voted to protect the rights of gun owners, religious believers, and property
owners.

Thomas is also a critic of affirmative action policies. He believes that such
policies are unfair to white people and that they undermine the principle of
equal protection under the law.

Thomas's philosophy has been shaped by his personal experiences. He
grew up in poverty and faced discrimination as a child. He has said that
these experiences taught him the importance of individual responsibility
and self-reliance.

Thomas's philosophy is also influenced by his Catholic faith. He is a devout
Catholic, and he believes that the teachings of the Church provide a sound
moral foundation for society.

Thomas's Legacy

Clarence Thomas is one of the most controversial figures in American
history. His supporters believe that he is one of the most influential justices



in American history, while his critics believe that he has done lasting
damage to the Supreme Court.

Thomas's legacy is sure to be debated for years to come. However, there is
no doubt that he is a complex and fascinating figure who has played a
major role in American law and politics.
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