
The Orphan Train Hearts on the Rails: A
Journey of Courage, Resilience, and Love

In the late 1800s, thousands of orphaned and abandoned children were
transported from New York City to the Midwest by train. These children,
known as "orphans on the train," were often placed in new homes with
families who were willing to take them in.
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The Orphan Train Hearts on the Rails is a historical novel that follows the
lives of three orphaned children who are transported from New York City to
the Midwest by train. The novel tells the story of their struggles and
triumphs as they navigate a new and often unforgiving world.

The novel's main characters are Molly, a young girl who is orphaned after
her parents die in a fire; Patrick, a teenage boy who is orphaned after his
parents abandon him; and Sarah, a young girl who is orphaned after her
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mother dies in childbirth. The three children are placed in the same
orphanage, where they quickly become friends.

When the children are old enough, they are placed on a train to the
Midwest. The train ride is long and uncomfortable, and the children are
often treated poorly by the other passengers. However, the children find
solace in each other's company, and they form a strong bond that will last a
lifetime.

The children are eventually placed in different homes in the Midwest. Molly
is placed in a home with a kind and loving family, while Patrick is placed in
a home with a cruel and abusive family. Sarah is placed in a home with a
wealthy family, but she is treated like a servant.

Despite the challenges they face, the children never give up hope. They
continue to dream of a better life, and they eventually find it. Molly becomes
a teacher, Patrick becomes a farmer, and Sarah becomes a doctor.

The Orphan Train Hearts on the Rails is a moving and inspiring story of
courage, resilience, and love. The novel is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, there is always hope.

Characters

Molly: A young girl who is orphaned after her parents die in a fire.

Patrick: A teenage boy who is orphaned after his parents abandon
him.

Sarah: A young girl who is orphaned after her mother dies in childbirth.

Themes



Courage: The children in the novel face many challenges, but they
never give up hope.

Resilience: The children in the novel are able to overcome adversity
and build new lives for themselves.

Love: The children in the novel find solace and support in each other's
company.

Historical Context

The Orphan Train Hearts on the Rails is set against the backdrop of the
late 1800s, a time of great social and economic change. The Industrial
Revolution was transforming the United States, and millions of people were
moving from rural areas to cities in search of work. This led to a large
increase in the number of orphans and abandoned children in the country.

The Orphan Train movement was a response to the growing number of
orphans and abandoned children in the United States. The movement
began in 1854, when the New York Children's Aid Society began sending
orphaned children from New York City to foster homes in the Midwest. Over
the next several decades, more than 200,000 children were transported by
train to the Midwest.

The Orphan Train movement was a controversial one. Some people
believed that it was a good way to provide orphaned children with a better
life. Others believed that it was a form of child trafficking. However, the
Orphan Train movement did give many orphaned children a chance to find
new homes and families.



The Orphan Train Hearts on the Rails is a moving and inspiring story of
courage, resilience, and love. The novel is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, there is always hope.
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Susan Rice: The Principles of Diplomacy
Susan Rice is a leading expert on diplomacy. She has served as the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations and as National Security Advisor. In
these roles, she...
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