
The Plight of Roma Migrants in the European
Union: A Comprehensive Examination
The Roma people, often referred to as Gypsies, are one of the largest and
most marginalized ethnic groups in Europe. In recent years, increasing
numbers of Roma migrants have been leaving their home countries in
Eastern and Central Europe, seeking better economic opportunities and
protection from discrimination in the European Union (EU). However, they
often face significant challenges in their new countries, including poverty,
unemployment, and social exclusion.

This article provides a comprehensive overview of the plight of Roma
migrants in the EU. It examines the reasons for their migration, the
challenges they face, and the EU's response to their situation. The article
also includes case studies of Roma migrants in different EU countries,
highlighting their personal experiences and struggles.
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There are a number of factors that have contributed to the recent increase
in Roma migration to the EU. These include:

Economic disparities: Roma people are one of the poorest ethnic
groups in Europe. In many countries, they face high levels of
unemployment and discrimination in employment, housing, and
education. This has led many Roma to seek better economic
opportunities in the EU.

Discrimination: Roma people have historically been subjected to
discrimination and persecution in many parts of Europe. This
discrimination has persisted in some EU countries, where Roma face
violence, hate speech, and other forms of persecution.

Political instability: Some Roma migrants have fled their home
countries due to political instability and violence. This has been
particularly true in countries such as Romania, Bulgaria, and Serbia,
where Roma have been targeted by extremist groups.

Challenges Faced by Roma Migrants

Roma migrants face a number of challenges in their new EU countries.
These challenges include:

Poverty: Roma migrants are often poor and face significant barriers to
employment. They may not have the necessary skills or qualifications
for jobs, and they may be discriminated against by employers. This
has led to high levels of poverty among Roma migrants.

Unemployment: Roma migrants are among the most unemployed
groups in the EU. They face discrimination in hiring, and they may not



have the necessary skills or qualifications for jobs. This has led to high
levels of unemployment among Roma migrants.

Social exclusion: Roma migrants often face social exclusion in their
new countries. They may be segregated into separate neighborhoods
or schools, and they may be excluded from mainstream society. This
can lead to a sense of isolation and discrimination.

Discrimination: Roma migrants often face discrimination in their new
EU countries. They may be subjected to violence, hate speech, and
other forms of persecution. This discrimination can make it difficult for
Roma migrants to integrate into their new communities.

The EU's Response

The EU has taken a number of steps to address the plight of Roma
migrants. These steps include:

The EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies: This
framework was adopted in 2011 and sets out a common approach to
Roma integration across the EU. It includes measures to address
poverty, unemployment, social exclusion, and discrimination.

The European Roma Platform: This platform was established in 2011
and brings together representatives from EU member states, Roma
organizations, and other stakeholders to discuss and coordinate Roma
integration policies.

The Roma Integration Strategy: This strategy was adopted by the
European Commission in 2013 and sets out a comprehensive
approach to Roma integration in the EU. It includes measures to
address education, employment, health, housing, and social inclusion.



Case Studies

The following case studies highlight the personal experiences and
struggles of Roma migrants in different EU countries:

Case Study: Romania

Romania is home to the largest Roma population in the EU. However,
Roma in Romania face high levels of poverty, unemployment, and
discrimination. In recent years, increasing numbers of Roma from Romania
have been migrating to other EU countries, seeking better economic
opportunities and protection from discrimination.

One such Roma migrant is Ionut Ardeleanu. Ionut is a 25-year-old man
from a small village in Romania. He left his village in 2010 to find work in
Italy. He found work as a day laborer, but he was often treated badly by his
employer. He was paid less than other workers, and he was often
subjected to verbal abuse. After a few months, he lost his job and was
forced to return to Romania.

Ionut's story is not unique. Many Roma migrants from Romania face similar
challenges in their new EU countries. They often face discrimination and
exploitation in the workplace, and they often live in poverty and social
exclusion.

Case Study: Bulgaria

Bulgaria is another country with a large Roma population. However, Roma
in Bulgaria also face high levels of poverty, unemployment, and
discrimination. In recent years, increasing numbers of Roma from Bulgaria
have been migrating to other EU countries, seeking better economic
opportunities and protection from discrimination.



One such Roma migrant is Vanya Ivanova. Vanya is a 30-year-old woman
from a small town in Bulgaria. She left her town in 2012 to find work in
Spain. She found work as a cleaner, but she was only paid a few euros per
hour. She also faced discrimination from her colleagues and supervisors.
After a few months, she lost her job and was forced to return to Bulgaria.

Vanya's story is not unique. Many Roma migrants from Bulgaria face
similar challenges in their new EU countries. They often face discrimination
and exploitation in the workplace, and they often live in poverty and social
exclusion.

The plight of Roma migrants in the EU is a complex and challenging issue.
Roma migrants face a number of challenges in their new countries,
including poverty, unemployment, social exclusion, and discrimination. The
EU has taken a number of steps to address the plight of Roma migrants,
but there is still much more that needs to be done. To truly address the
plight of Roma migrants, the EU must work with member states to
implement comprehensive and effective Roma integration policies that
address the root causes of poverty, unemployment, social exclusion, and
discrimination.
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