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Queen Elizabeth II reigned for 44 years, from 1952 to 2022. She was the
longest-reigning monarch in British history. During her reign, she witnessed
many changes, including the end of the British Empire, the rise of the
modern Commonwealth, and the advent of the digital age.

Early Life

Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor was born on April 21, 1926, in Mayfair,
London. She was the eldest daughter of the Duke and Duchess of York
(later King George VI and Queen Elizabeth). Elizabeth had a younger
sister, Princess Margaret.

Elizabeth was educated privately at home. She studied history, English,
French, and German. She also learned to play the piano and the violin.

Marriage and Family
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In 1947, Elizabeth married Philip Mountbatten, a former naval officer. The
couple had four children: Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew,
and Prince Edward.

Elizabeth and Philip were married for 73 years, until Philip's death in 2021.
Elizabeth was devastated by her husband's death, and she referred to him
as her "strength and stay".

Reign

Elizabeth became Queen in 1952, following the death of her father. She
was crowned in Westminster Abbey on June 2, 1953.

Elizabeth's reign was a time of great change for the United Kingdom. The
British Empire was dismantled, and the modern Commonwealth was
established. The country also experienced economic and social changes,
including the rise of the welfare state and the growth of the middle class.

Elizabeth was a popular and respected monarch. She was known for her
sense of duty and her commitment to her country.

Legacy

Elizabeth died on September 8, 2022, at the age of 96. She was the
longest-reigning monarch in British history, and she is considered one of
the greatest monarchs of all time.

Elizabeth's legacy is one of duty, service, and dedication. She was a
symbol of stability and continuity in a changing world. She will be
remembered as a great leader and a beloved monarch.



Children

Elizabeth and Philip had four children:

Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales (born 1948)

Princess Anne, the Princess Royal (born 1950)

Prince Andrew, the Duke of York (born 1960)

Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex (born 1964)

Prince Charles is the heir to the throne, and he is expected to become King
when Elizabeth dies.

Biography

There are many biographies of Queen Elizabeth II available. Some of the
most popular include:

Elizabeth the Queen: The Life of a Modern Monarch by Sally Bedell
Smith

The Queen: A Biography of Elizabeth II by Ben Pimlott

Elizabeth II: Her Life in Our Times by Robert Hardman

These biographies provide a detailed look at Elizabeth's life and reign.
They are a must-read for anyone who is interested in British history.

Queen Elizabeth II was a remarkable woman who reigned for 44 years.
She was a symbol of stability and continuity in a changing world. She will
be remembered as a great leader and a beloved monarch.
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