
Unraveling the Mystery of Leslie Meier's New
Year's Eve Murder

Prelude to a Tragic Night

As the clock ticked down to the stroke of midnight on New Year's Eve 1969,
the residents of the quaint town of Peoria, Illinois, were filled with
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anticipation and festive cheer. But for Leslie Meier, a vibrant 21-year-old
nursing student, the night took a sinister turn that would forever alter her
destiny.
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Leslie, brimming with life and excitement, had planned to celebrate the
New Year with friends at a local tavern. However, as the evening
progressed, she found herself alone and vulnerable. She left the tavern
after midnight, embarking on a solitary walk home through the dimly lit
streets.

A Fateful Encounter

As Leslie approached her residence, she noticed a figure lurking in the
shadows. The man, later identified as Elmer Wayne Henley Jr., a drifter
with a troubled past, had been stalking her for several blocks. Fear gripped
Leslie as she realized his sinister intentions.
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Henley, driven by a twisted obsession, chased Leslie down the street. In a
moment of desperation, she screamed for help, but her cries were met with
deafening silence. The perpetrator swiftly overpowered her and dragged
her into a secluded area behind a nearby apartment building.

A Brutal Murder

Hidden from view, Henley subjected Leslie to a horrific assault. He brutally
stabbed her multiple times, leaving her lifeless body on the cold pavement.
As the first rays of dawn pierced through the darkness, Leslie's lifeless
body was discovered by a horrified passerby.

The news of Leslie's murder sent shockwaves through the community. The
once-festive atmosphere was replaced by a sense of fear and sorrow.
Detectives were immediately dispatched to investigate the heinous crime,
determined to bring the perpetrator to justice.

The Suspect Emerges

Days turned into weeks as detectives tirelessly pursued every lead. Finally,
a crucial breakthrough came when a witness reported seeing Henley
lurking near Leslie's home on the night of the murder. Henley's suspicious
behavior and past criminal record made him a person of interest.

Upon questioning, Henley initially denied any involvement in Leslie's death.
However, confronted with overwhelming evidence, he confessed to the
gruesome murder. His chilling account revealed a twisted motive fueled by
a deep-seated desire for revenge.

Unresolved Questions



Henley's confession provided some closure to the case, but numerous
questions remained unanswered. Why did Henley target Leslie? What
drove him to commit such a heinous act? These questions continue to
haunt the family and friends of the victim, as well as the community at
large.

Henley's Trial and Conviction

Henley's trial captivated the nation. The jury heard harrowing testimony
from witnesses and experts, piecing together the tragic events of that
fateful night. Despite Henley's attempt to portray himself as a victim of
mental illness, the jury found him guilty of first-degree murder.

In 1971, Henley was sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility
of parole. He spent the rest of his life behind bars, forever haunted by the
consequences of his actions.

A Lasting Legacy

Leslie Meier's unsolved murder remains a tragic reminder of the dangers
that can lurk in the shadows. The case continues to be discussed in true
crime forums and documentaries, inspiring both fascination and fear.

Her memory lives on through the Leslie Lynn Meier Scholarship Fund,
established by her family to support nursing students. The scholarship aims
to honor Leslie's passion for helping others and to prevent similar tragedies
from occurring.

The murder of Leslie Meier on New Year's Eve 1969 was a senseless act
of violence that shattered a young woman's life and left an enduring mark
on her community. While justice was ultimately served, the case remains a



haunting reminder of the fragility of life and the darkness that can reside
within human hearts.
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