
Why School Success Has No Color:
Transgressing Boundaries
In an ideal world, every child would have the same opportunity to succeed
in school, regardless of their race or socioeconomic status. However, the
reality is that there are still significant disparities in educational outcomes
between different groups of students.
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According to a 2019 report from the National Center for Education
Statistics, Black and Hispanic students are more likely to attend schools
with lower graduation rates and higher dropout rates than white students.
They are also more likely to be suspended or expelled from school, and
they are less likely to be enrolled in advanced coursework.
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These disparities are not simply due to differences in individual ability or
motivation. Research has shown that there are a number of systemic
factors that contribute to these gaps, including:

Poverty: Children who grow up in poverty are more likely to
experience food insecurity, homelessness, and other challenges that
can make it difficult to focus on school.

Segregation: Segregated schools often have fewer resources and
less experienced teachers than schools in more affluent areas.

Bias: Teachers and other school staff may have unconscious biases
that lead them to treat students of color differently than white students.

These factors can create a hostile learning environment for students of
color, making it difficult for them to succeed. However, it is important to
remember that these disparities are not inevitable. There are a number of
things that can be done to create more equitable schools, including:

Investing in early childhood education: Research has shown that
high-quality early childhood education can help to close the
achievement gap between children from different backgrounds.

Desegregating schools: Desegregation can help to ensure that all
students have access to the same resources and opportunities.

Providing culturally responsive education: Culturally responsive
education is an approach to teaching that takes into account the
cultural backgrounds and experiences of students.

Reducing bias: Schools can reduce bias by providing training for
teachers and other staff on how to recognize and overcome their



unconscious biases.

By taking these steps, we can create a more equitable education system
that gives all students the opportunity to succeed.

Real-Life Examples of Transgressing Boundaries

There are a number of real-life examples of schools that have successfully
transgressed the boundaries of race and socioeconomic status to create
more equitable learning environments. One such example is the Cristo Rey
Jesuit High School in Chicago, Illinois.

Cristo Rey Jesuit is a college preparatory school for young men from low-
income families. The school has a 100% college acceptance rate, and its
graduates go on to attend some of the most prestigious universities in the
country.

Cristo Rey Jesuit is able to achieve these results by providing a rigorous
academic program, a supportive learning environment, and a strong
emphasis on community service. The school also has a unique work-study
program that helps to cover the cost of tuition for students who cannot
afford it.

Another example of a school that has successfully transgressed the
boundaries of race and socioeconomic status is the Roxbury Preparatory
Charter School in Boston, Massachusetts.

Roxbury Prep is a K-12 charter school that serves students from low-
income families. The school has a 100% college acceptance rate, and its



graduates go on to attend some of the top colleges and universities in the
country.

Roxbury Prep is able to achieve these results by providing a rigorous
academic program, a supportive learning environment, and a strong
emphasis on character development. The school also has a unique
extended day program that provides students with academic support,
enrichment activities, and community service opportunities.

These are just two examples of schools that are proving that school
success has no color. By providing a rigorous academic program, a
supportive learning environment, and a strong emphasis on community
service, schools can help all students to reach their full potential,
regardless of their race or socioeconomic status.

The achievement gap between different groups of students is a serious
problem, but it is not insurmountable. By investing in early childhood
education, desegregating schools, providing culturally responsive
education, and reducing bias, we can create a more equitable education
system that gives all students the opportunity to succeed.

When we do this, we will not only be creating a more just and fair society,
but we will also be unlocking the full potential of our nation.
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